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Welcome!



Goal of the meeting(s)

Connect pastoral schools and relevant actors/networks 

Exchange knowledge and best practices

Promoting pastoral practices across Europe

Create a European network of pastoral schools



Agenda

Session 1
“What options for setting up 
a platform to share pastoral 

knowledge?”



Agenda
Intro
● 10:00-10:05 → Welcome 
● 10:05 -10:15 → The LIFE ShepForBio project

Discussing about a platform for sharing pastoral knowledge

● 10:15 -10:25 → Results from stakeholder survey
● 10:25 -10:40 → Juan Luis Gázquez Guerrero, 

Eu4Shepherds;
● 10:40 -10:55 → Martina Slámová, TRANSFARM project
● 10:55 -11:10 → Luis Miguel Sanabria, a European 

Network of shepherd schools in the Mediterranean



Agenda

Session 2
“Cross-regional initiatives to 
promote pastoralism and the 

role of shepherd schools”



Agenda
● 11:10-11:40 → Introducing Cross-regional initiatives to promote 

pastoralism: 
○ Tamara Mitrofanenko (Carpathian Convention) and CC 

experts from Ukraine, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary,
○  Francesca Pasetti Bombardella (European Group for IYRP 

2026), 
○ Lauren Mosdale (CIPRA).

● 11:40-12:15 → Panel discussion “What is the role of pastoral 
schools within cross-regional initiatives and networks of promotion 
of pastoralism?”

● 12:15-12:30 → Closing remarks



Session 1



Introducing LIFE ShepForBio
Tommaso Campedelli



Shep4Bio 
the project in a nutshell

Title: Shepherds for Biodiversity in Mountain marginal Areas

Coordinating beneficiary: D.R.E.Am Italia – private agro-forestry company

Associated beneficiaries: Euromontana, Foreste Casentinesi National park, Studio Verde, 
Tuscany Region Administration, Municipalities Unione of Romagna Forlivese, Pratomagno, 
Casentino and Valdarno Valdisieve (regional bodies responsible by law for management of 
public lands), UNIFI and UNISAP

Duration: 01/09/2022 – 31/12/2017

Total Budget: 3,228,451 (EU financial contribution of 60%)

Main objective: improve the conservation status of three grassland habitats, recognized as 
being of European importance by the Habitats Directive (codes 5130, 6210* and 6230*), 
through the development of pastoral activities in marginal mountain areas, in order to ensure 
a sustainable and lasting management of these environments



● First LIFE ShepForBio international conference in Florac 
2023

● Survey launched in November
○ Gather ideas on the chance of establishing a 

European Network
○ Platform to exchange knowledge, ideas, practices



Results from our stakeholders 
survey



“What would be the main 
requirements for an online pastoral 

knowledge sharing platform?” 



● Repository of training materials
● Information and best practices around pastoral 

activities and education
● Space for advocating for pastoral activities
● Discussion forum
● Promote relevant events



“How to organise the knowledge on 
this platform in a way that makes sense 
to pastoral schools and other relevant 

training centers?”





● Target audience → Both schools and other actors

● Costs → Public funds + schools, universities, private actors

● Supported by a network behind it



“Do you think that only pastoral schools 
should be involved in the platform 

management/coordination, or other 
actors as well (e.g. with their own 

representative?)”





The survey can be compiled here: 
https://forms.gle/GZqQCJMDy4iBu

jwt5



Introducing EU4Shepherds
Juan Luis Gázquez Guerrero 





















Introducing TRANSFARM
Martina Slámová





















Towards a Network of 
European shepherd schools: 

insights from the 
Mediterranean region 

Luis Miguel Sanabria Lucena



2nd Discussion Forum, 22 febrero 2024

TOWARDS A EUROPEAN NETWORK OF PASTORAL 
SCHOOLS AND CENTRE OF COMPETENCE FOR 

PASTORALISM: STEPS



Braga Meeting, March 2022. Participants:

Escuela de Pastores de Extremadura

Gran Canaria Artzain Eskola- Pais Vasco

Escola de Pastores do Alvão

Lycée Professionnel Agricole – Saint Gaudens / 
Comminges



ITEMS CANARIE CATALOGN
A

ANDALUSI
A

PAESI 
BASCHI

ESTREMADU
RA

ALVÃO - 
PORTUGAL

FRANCIA SARDEGNA/ 
TOSCANA

ENTE GESTORE Publica Privada Publica Privada Privada Privada Publica Privada

FINANZIAMENT
O

PUBBLIC
O 

(Cabildo)

PUBBLICO
(Agricultura)

PUBBLICO 
(agricultura)

PUBBLICO 
(agricultura)

PUBBLICO 
(empleo)

PRIVATA & 
PUBBLICO

PUBBLICO PUBBLICO
(GAL)/Progeto 

europeo

BUDGET 
PREVISTO

Nessum 
dato 

150.000€ 100.000€ + 
sueldo 

coordinador

130.000€ Nessum dato 100.000€ Nessum 
dato

Nessum dato

STRUTTURA FISSA FISSA ITINERANT
E

FISSA FISSA ITINERANT
E

FISSA ITINERANTE

ANTICHITÀ 2017 2009 2010 1997 2021 1995 2022/2023

Nº PERSONE 
FORMATE

36 159 150 309 100 20 400 -

DURATA 
FORMAZIONE

680 ore 977 ore 540 ore 1400 ore 500 ore 350 ore 1430 ore 1ª edizione en 
2023

DURATA PARTE 
TEORICO –PRATICA

560 ore 337 ore 460 ore 850 ore 350 ore 300 ore

DURATA TIROCINIO 
IN SFRUTTAMENTO

120 ore (2 
mesi)

4 meses 80 ore 
(1,5 mesi)

550 ore 
(3 mesi)

150 ore 50 ore

COMPARING DIFFERENT TRAINING MODELS IN EU



1. The creation of a network of schools at a European level to 
implement the activities described, fostering contact between 
entities and organisations that manage different models, with the 
aim of growing together and helping other territories (European and 
non-European) to undertake similar educational and training 
initiatives.

2. The articulation of a programme dedicated to exchanging 
experiences to improve training methodology and educational 
planning in each territory.

3. The articulation of an exchange programme for students and 
teachers of the different pastoral schools/centres of pastoral 
training.

Agreed short-term priorities:



STEPS:
1. Presentation of project Livestock Tourism at the call for proposals 

Experiencias Turismo España (Next Generation Funds). Sept 2023
2. Meeting in Barcelonnette (SERAM 4), 24-28 Sept 2023
In those days we met our Italian colleagues (led by Antonello Franca) 🡪 another key element is the 
ability to involve farmers and people trained in pastoral schools in this process to create 
business models, etc. 

3. Territorios Pastoreados 6, Valencia (Espagna), 28 - 30 Sep . Meeting 
with other associations that run schools for pastors in Spain.
4. Workshop (ShepForBio) in Italy, 2 Dec 2023. 
 ShepForBio and Pastinnova projects 🡪 good opportunity to coordinate our work and be involved in 
this process of creating the network of pastoral schools. In addition, we are still looking for funds to 
give space to all stakeholders in our regions (farmer/pastoral associations, representatives of 
organisations running pastoral schools,....).



NEXT STEPS
✔ Meeting in Evora on 1 March 2024 with the Agentes del pastoralismo 

de Portugal. 
✔ Preparation of the project PASToral FUTURE - knowledge transfer 

assessment and vocational training for mountain farming practitioners 
(5 March 2024, Erasmus KA2) 🡪 complementary to the activity to be 
carried out in the Pastinnova project

✔ Analysis and preparation of new cooperation project(s) for Interreg 
EURO MED (deadline Jun 2024) and SUDOE (deadline 31 May 2024)

✔ Analysis of the accreditation process of organisations for the Erasmus 
mobility programme (KA1) 🡪 French centres are very interested in 
starting



L'obiettivo principale è la ricerca di finanziamenti per la realizzazione delle azioni 
previste che interessano tutti gli attori coinvolti: creazione della piattaforma di 
condivisione delle conoscenze, generazione di contenuti aggiornati e realizzazione 
di attività di mobilità.

MOLTO IMPORTANTE: analisi precedente dei progetti già realizzati nei nostri Paesi 
per valutarne gli impatti e valutare la presentazione di nuove proposte 🡪 SCEGLI UN 
OBIETTIVO/ UN ELEMENTO SU CUI LAVORARE: pastoralismo e prevenzione 
incendi? 

Si tratta di un elemento molto sensibile per l'opinione pubblica che può favorire una 
maggiore visibilità di questa attività e frenarne il declino.



Thank you!
Luis-Miguel Sanabria – lmsanabria@edintra.es 

Juan Manuel Micheo – 
juanmamicheo@gmail.com  

Support Team per la creazione della Rete Europea 
delle Scuole di Pastori e per la ricerca di 

finanziamenti

mailto:lmsanabria@edintra.es
mailto:juanmamicheo@gmail.com


Session 2
Discussing cross-regional 
and international initiatives 

and networks of pastoralism 
promotion



Introducing the Carpathian 
Convention

Tamara Mitrofanenko





























Introducing the EU support 
group for the IYRP 2026

Francesca Pasetti Bombardella



ShepForBio
Thursday 22 February 2024 – 

Videoconference
Declaration of Transhumance UNESCO Intangible 

Cultural Heritage

IYRP International year of Rangeland and 
Pastoralism

Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club 

Erasmus Plus Project “Eco TransH”

Francesca PASETTI
(fpasettib@gmail.com)
• Co-chair Regional IYRP  Support Group Europe
• Focal Point Spain Nomination Transhumance UNESCO ICH
• Facilitator of the ERASMUS + “Eco-TransH” project
• Secretary of the Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club

Foto Katy Gomez

mailto:fpasettib@gmail.com
https://iyrp.info/


Declaration of Transhumance UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

IYRP International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralism 

Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club 

Erasmus Plus Project “Eco TransH”



Transhumance,

a traditional practice,
in serious danger of disappearing,

therefore the need for its 

Declaration as

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

Foto Katy Gomez



2008-2017 2019 2020 Mars 2022 5 déc 2023 2026

Collective work by all countries

Recognition of the practice as 
ICH (Intangible Cultural Heritage) at 

national level for each country

1st Recognition

Austria- Greece - Italy

“Transhumance: the seasonal droving of 
livestock along migratory routes in the 

Mediterranean and in the Alps"

Recognised as a UNESCO ICH 
Bogotà - 12th December 2019

The
multinationa

lnomination file 
of Transhumance 
as International 

ICH

was submitted to 
UNESCO by

ten European
countries

Drawing up of the an International 
Safeguard Plan, and its management

Exhibition of the Transhumance film of the 
nomination file in English (¿and other 

languages?)

Steps taken to include 
Transhumance in the UNESCO 
list of World Heritage sites

2nd Recognition

Albania, Andorra, Austria, 
Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Romania, and 

Spain

Transhumance, the 
seasonal droving of 

livestock declared UNESCO 
ICH

Decision to submit a joint 
application: France and Spain, 
both co-leadersMany requests 

from other countries for second 
wave

IYRP

“Internationa
l Year of 

Rangeland 
and 

Pastoralism"

3rd 

Recognition?





Represents a valuable capital for future that transcends nomination and inscription:
The Safeguard Plan,

to promote concrete, effective and lasting commitments and actions.

All the work carried out, including
• research,
• strengthening of networks,
• creation of synergies,
• involvement of communities

and institutions

The nomination is not a goal, it’s a beginning



Declaration of Transhumance UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

IYRP International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralism 

Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club 

Erasmus Plus Project “Eco TransH”



2026 IYRP
International Year of 

Rangelands and Pastoralists

● 2019 - Mongolian Government submits proposal to FAO

● 2022 - UN Declaration of the International Year of Grasslands and 
Pastoralists



Why an IYRP?

• To increase worldwide understanding of 
importance of rangelands & pastoralists for 
food security, economy, environment & 
cultural heritage

• To help fill knowledge gaps about rangelands 
& pastoralists through participatory research 
& communication

• To promote informed, science-based policy & 
legislation for current & future generations

• To mobilise people worldwide to grasp new
opportunities in rangelands & pastoralism

© Wendy 
Sheehan



Multistakeholder RISGs to generate 
partnership:

▪ to expand network of supporting 
organisations and governments in 
the 11 regions of the world

▪ to work with Government of 
Mongolia and IYRP International 
Support Group to plan and 

implement IYRP activities in these 

regions

Central role f 
pastoralist organis

in the RISGs & their

or
ations 
activities

Regional IYRP Support Groups (RISGs)

Arctic East 

Asia South 

Asia

Central Asia &
Mongolia

Australasia 

North Africa

& Middle East

Eastern & 
Southern 

Africa

West & 
Central Africa

Europe

North
America

Photo: J.Dillan/MercyCorps



Joint research & publishing 

Policy briefs / statements 

Pastoralist gatherings 

Social media campaigns 

Films / Photo exhibits 

Pastoralist innovation fairs 

Side events

Conferences / Webinars … etc

Activities up to & during 
IYRP 2026 on various 
themes



Declaration of Transhumance UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

IYRP International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralism 

Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club 

Erasmus Plus Project “Eco TransH”



How the UNESCO 
Club was 
founded

Project as part of 
the International 
Safeguard PlanCommunicate collectively on the 

cultural and society value of 
transhumance

Strengthening systems for the transmission of 
knowledge and know-how

Promoting multi-stakeholder, multi- 
disciplinary networking …

Adapting to young people in 
training and in the learning process

3-year accreditation by the 
UNESCO National 

Commission



Organisati
on

Executive Committee

Chairman: Agricultural Education Centre -France 
Vice-Chairman: People and Culture Foundation - Italy
Secretary: 
Treasurer:

Consejo de la Mesta - Spain
Agrivaleur - Transhuming Breeders - France

Corporate
World Citizens

Corporate 
Institutional partners

Corporate 
Partners from around

the world

Link with international 
working groups

Club Management FGilot

FAO
Honorary
Member



UNESCO Club 
Actions

TRAINING SENSIBILISATION

Special modules for 
young people in training

+ opening up

Special theme days 
as part of the education 
programme at secondary

schools

Tasting Club 
"Cultures and Taste Buds
« Cultures et Papilles »

Creation and 
distribution of 

communication tools

Link with the 
Transhumance 

website
20 years of ICH 

exhibition

Opening up to other countries - 
in-class live broadcasts

+WEBINAR series

THINK TANK 
DEBATE



Declaration of Transhumance UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

IYRP International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralism 

Transhumances and Transitions UNESCO Club 

Erasmus Plus Project “Eco TransH”



4 - 
Perspectives

In addition,
the Club is part of the 

ERASMUS + K2 project.

Provide young future breeders 
with the

context-specific knowledge and
know-how
they need

to ensure that their work is 
sustainable, bearable and fair.



Partner Countries





Activities and 
deliverables

WP 1 : France - Campus Agricole Saint-Gaudens: Projet Management

WP 2
"Generational

Renewal»

Greece
Deliverables : 

Young people's voices"
mini-clip - Intergenerational

meetings

WP 3
« Making your 
transhumance 
successful»

France
Deliverables : 

Awareness-raising module
- memento - training 

module

WP 4
"Climate change 
and resources 
optimisation»

Romania
Deliverables : 
Serious game: 
Trans'game -

Transhumants en herbe
operations

WP 5
"Enhancing the 

value of products 
and territories»

Italy
Deliverables : 

Webinar - "Culture Taste 
Buds“, booklet + digital

modules

All countries/partners are taking part in all WPs,
including the Lycée Agricole of Pamiers, Morocco and Mongolia.

Trip to Greece
October 2024

Trip to Romania 
May 2025

A trip to Italy I 
May 2026



Francesca PASETTI  (fpasettib@gmail.com)
Co-chair Regional IYRP  Support Group Europe    
Focal Point Spain Nomination Transhumance UNESCO ICH
Secretary of the Transhumance and Transition UNESCO Club
Facilitator of the ERASMUS +   “Eco-TransH” project



Introducing CIPRA
Lauren Mosdale







































PANEL DISCUSSION
“What is the role of pastoral 

schools within cross-regional 
initiatives and networks of 

promotion of pastoralism?”



Next steps

● Report
● Newsletter: subscribe here 

https://dream-italia-euprj.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b40
53d891ad141088c43c95ab&id=4fa08842c1 

● LIFE ShepForBio next event → workshop on Ecosystem Services 
provided by pastoral activities in Spain, October 2024

https://dream-italia-euprj.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b4053d891ad141088c43c95ab&id=4fa08842c1
https://dream-italia-euprj.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b4053d891ad141088c43c95ab&id=4fa08842c1


Thank you for your 
attention!

Beatrice Bellavia – Communications & Project officer, Euromontana - beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org 
Tommaso Campedelli – LIFE ShepForBio Coordinator at D.R.E.A.M. Italia - campedelli@dream-italia.it 

mailto:beatrice.bellavia@euromontana.org
mailto:campedelli@dream-italia.it

